
SAN MATEO COUNTY

I’ve always believed that these animals have incredible 
potential for human interaction.”

RUTH HODOS, DOG HANDLER FOR PET ASSISTED WELLNESS AT STANFORD“

Broken and chipped teeth. What can be done?
Broken or chipped teeth can be unsightly, unhealthy and damaging to the soft tissue in the mouth.

There are a number of ways to fix broken teeth:

Composite resin fillings which are bonded to the tooth and performed in
one visit.The advantage is they are completed in one visit and the disadvantages
are they have a shorter lifetime and are not suitable for larger breakages.

Porcelain veneers for front teeth which are performed in two visits. The
advantages are porcelain veneers have a longer lifetime and tend to look better
but the disadvantages are that two appointments are required and a small layer
of tooth needs to be removed.

Crowns may be another option for front and back teeth which have
been heavily filled or decayed. The advantages are that they tend to be
stronger than fillings and veneers and have a longer lifetime, but the

disadvantages are that they require two appointments and also require
more tooth structure removal.

If you or anyone you know could benefit from any of these services, please
contact Dr Ravi Sahdev at 650. 566. 0999. Please mention this ad to take
advantage of any special offers.

Dentartiste

882C Emerson Street

Palo Alto, CA 94301

650-566-0999
www.cosmeticdentistpaloalto.com
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Bay Area News Group

There is a strikingly new, modern look to buses in San 
Mateo County.

SamTrans has begun rolling out 135 new buses that fea-
ture a sleeker design, automatic rear doors and cleaner en-
gines. The first ones hit the road two weeks ago.

The $61.6 million project the agency launched nearly 
three years ago will result in the replacement of one-third of
the SamTrans fleet. The 137 old vehicles that will be retired 
from service first rolled onto the streets in 1993.

The agency used $9.7 million from its half-cent sales tax 
and $1.5 million from local bridge toll revenues and received
$50.2 million in federal grants for the buses.

SamTrans has faced budget problems that have led to 
higher fares and fewer routes, but spokeswoman Christine 
Dunn said the money used was earmarked for capital im-
provements and could not be used to stave off operational 
cuts.

It will be hard for motorists and pedestrians to miss the 
new buses. The signature red, white and blue color scheme 
remains, but the new vehicles are more colorful than the old, 
mostly white buses, and the colors swirl in a thick, curving 
motion, instead in straight, skinny lines. Also, the front of the 
new buses is curved instead of having a boxlike design.

The interior looks and feels different. The stanchions are 

 BY SHAUN BISHOP
Daily News Staff Writer

The daughter of a woman who died last year has filed 
a medical malpractice lawsuit against San Mateo County, 
claiming that negligence on the part of staff at the county-
run hospital caused the woman’s death.

Penny Louise Prevezich died in November 2008 after 
she was transported from a Menlo Park mental health fa-
cility to the San Mateo Medical Center, according to the 
lawsuit.

The suit, filed by Prevezich’s daughter Nicole Blincoe, 
claims staff at the medical center left Prevezich in a wait-
ing area unattended for about 90 minutes; at some point 
she stopped breathing and no longer had a pulse.

The county “carelessly and negligently managed the 
care of” Prevezich and “failed to monitor and supervise her 
resulting in her death,” according to the lawsuit, filed Nov.
17, which seeks unspecified damages from the county.

Deputy County Counsel Glenn Levy declined to com-
ment, saying the county has not yet been served with the 
suit. Lawsuits generally must be served within 60 days.

Prevezich, 57, was a resident of Menlo Park, accord-
ing to the county coroner’s office. Senior Deputy Coroner 
Michelle Rippy said Prevezich’s cause of death is listed 
as “multiple drug intoxication,” though no further details 
were available.

Blincoe’s attorney, Frank Liuzzi, could not be reached 
for comment.

Prevezich was a patient at Transitions, a mental health 
program on the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs cam-
pus in Menlo Park, on Nov. 28, 2008, when she requested 
to be transferred to another facility, the lawsuit states.

At about 9 p.m., the county’s Mental Health Assess-
ment and Referral Team took her to the medical center to 

 BY JESSICA BERNSTEINWAX
Daily News Staff Writer

This holiday season hasn’t been Teri Corpus’ happiest. 
The 51-year-old Lindsay, Calif., resident has spent the past 
month in a Stanford Hospital  bed far away from friends 
and family undergoing numerous procedures for her kidney 
cancer.

“I spent my birthday and Christmas here, and I’m prob-
ably having my happy New Year here too,” Corpus said 
Monday afternoon as she lay in bed hooked up to an intra-
venous therapy tube and with a catheter in place.

But a 10-minute visit from Chloe, a black Scottish ter-
rier sporting a bright red bandana, seemed to lift Corpus’ 
mood.

“Isn’t she sweet?” Corpus said, as Chloe’s handler, Ruth 
Hodos, lowered the small dog onto the hospital bed.

Chloe nestled in and was soon lying peacefully with her 
head on Corpus’ lap.

The 11-year-old pooch is part of a group of about 25 spe-
cially trained dogs, cats and bunnies who visit patients twice 
a week through the Pet Assisted Wellness at Stanford, or 
PAWS, program.

All participating animals undergo careful screening and 
receive certification through the nonprofit Delta Society  
before ever setting paw, tail or snout in the hospital, said 
Barbara Ralston , vice president for guest services. Their
handlers also clean and sterilize them before each visit.

In addition to visiting individual patients at the main 
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n Fleet of buses cost $61.6M; money was 
earmarked for project despite budget problems 
that raised fares, eliminated routes, official says
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San Mateo County Transit District rolls out its new fleet. 
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Kat Wade / Daily News

Jorge Rodriguez, 18, who recently broke his clavicle and femur in a car accident, lies in his hospital bed with Chloe, an 11-year-old Scottish
terrier, at Stanford Hospital on Monday. Chloe is part of the Pet Assisted Wellness at Stanford (PAWS) program.
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